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~ General English Exam (past paper)

Section 1 Grammar

Instructions: Choose the one alternative that best completes the sentence.
(1 mark each)

1.1 finished my homework, but my younger sister _

a) don’t b) didn’t
¢) doesn’t d) wasn’t
2. 'l meet you _ the bus stop.
a) on b) at
¢) for d) in

3.1 don’t need much time __ . my homework.

a) to finish b) finish

c) finishing d) finished

4. I’m busy at the moment. ________ on the computer.
a) I work b) I'm work

¢) I'm working d) I have worked
5.We__ __ aholiday since December,

a) do not have b) have not had

c¢) have not done d) do not had

6. Please wait for a while. She _down in a minute.
a) coming b) was coming

¢) will come d) has come

7. We by a loud noise last night.

a) woke up b) are woken up

¢) were woken up d) were waking up




8. Peter is the only man I know in Chicago.

ay whose b) which
¢} whom d) when

9. These shoes are uncomfortable. I'm going to

a) take off b) take them off

¢) take off them d} take them

10. The conference a full week by the time it ends.
a) will have lasted b} will be lasting

¢) would last d} has lasted

11. The president promised to keep all the board members

a) inform b) informing

¢) be informed d) informed

12. If the earth suddenly spinning, we would all fly off it.
a) stopped b) had stopped

c¢) has stopped d) is stopping

Section 2 Vocabulary

of how the negotiations were progressing.

Instructions: Choose the one alternative that best completes the sentence.

(1 mark each)

13. Qur country suffers from an unsustainable budget __

a) deficit b) estimate

c) debtor d) bill

14. Electronic data _ 1s commonly used in business management.
a) mouse b) processing

¢) hardware d) modem

15,A ______  isachild’s physician who cares for children.

a) surgeon b) pediatrician
¢) ophthalmologist d) psychiatrist




16. A is a musician who writes melodies.

a) composer
¢) conductor

17. Tt took many years for him to get a black belt in

a} bowling
¢) cycling

18. Portuguese was the

a) linguistics
c) bilingual

19. The fire in the house was guickly ___

a) run
c) put

20. This shop sells a___

a) long
c) deep

21. He was ___

a) committed
¢) accused

22. This American film is

a) entitled
c) shot

23, A pipe was leaking

a) twisted
c) bruised

24 If you lose the _

a) search engine
¢) password

b) sopranc
d) singer

b) tennis
d) judo

only official ____

b) linguist
d) language

b) set
d) caught

___range of goods.

b} high
d) broad

_ from prison two years ago.

b) charged
d) released

b) dubbed
d) voiced

and the bathroom was __

b} banged
d) flooded

______.youwon't be able to access this website.

b) Histing
d) surfer

of Macau before Macau’s return to China in 1999,

out.

. 80 you hear what the characters are saying in Chinese.




Section 3 Reading

Passage # 1

Instructions: Read the following passage and for each question below it choose the one best
alternative from (a), (b), (c), (d).

(1 mark each)

Jane Austen (1775 - 1817)

Jane Austen was an English novelist whose books, set among the English middie and upper classes, are notable
for their wit, social observation and insights into the lives of early 19th century women.

Jane Austen was born on 16th December 1775 in the village of Steventon in Hampshire and lived her entire
life as part of a close-knit family located on the lower fringes of the English gentry. Her immediate family was large:
six brothers and one sister who, like Jane, died unmarried. Jane was very close to her sister throughout her life and of
her brothers, she felt closest to Henry, who became a banker and later an Anglican clergyman,

She was educated primarily by her father and older brothers, as well as through her own reading, and she began
to write when she was still a teenager. In 1801 the family moved to Bath. After the death of her father in 1805, Jane and
her sister Cassandra and their mother moved several times, eveniually settling in Chawton, near Steventon.

The loyal and generous support of her family was critical to her development as a professional writer, and it
was Jane’s brother Henry who helped her negotiate with a publisher and her first novel, *Sense and Sensibility’, ap-
peared in 1811, Her next novel, ‘Pride and Prejudice’, which she described as her ‘own darling child’, received highly
favourable reviews. This was followed by ‘Mansfield Park’, which was published in 1814, and then ‘Emma’ in 1816.
‘Emma’ was dedicated to the prince regent, an admirer of her work, yet all of Jane Austen’s novels were published
anonymously.

In 1816, Jane began to suffer from ill-health, probably due to Addison’s disease. Even though she travelled to
Winchester to receive treatment, she died there on 18th July 1817. Two more novels, ‘Persuasion’ and ‘Northanger Ab-
bey’ were published posthumously and a final novel was left incomplete.

Questions 25-30:

Choose the one best alternative from the four options (a), (b), (c) and (d):

25. Jane Austen came from...

a) Ireland b) America
¢) England d) Scotland

26. Janc Austen and her sister were like one another because they were. ..

a) beautiful b) clever
c) twins d) unmarried

27. What does the expression “a close-knit family” (paragraph 2) mean?

a) They did lots of things together and looked after each other. b) They knitted woolen jumpers together.
¢) They liked to do things on their own. d) They kept away from people.
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28. Jane Austen started writing when she was...

a) 6 years old b} 13-19 years old
¢y 30 years old d) 40 years old

29. Jane Austen’s ‘own darling child” was...

a) her daughter b) her sister
¢) her niece d) her book ‘Pride and Prejudice’

30. What does the word “posthumously” (paragraph 5) mean?

a) funny b) after death
¢) unfinished d) incomplete
Passage # 2

Instructions: Read the following passage and for each question below it choose the one best
alternative from (a), (b), (¢), (d).
(1 mark each)

Bengal Tiger

Tigers are the largest members of the cat family and are renowned for their power and strength. There were
eight tiger subspecies at one time, but three became extinct during the 20th century. Moreover, during the last 100
years or so, hunting and forest destruction have substantially reduced tiger populations from hundreds of thousands of
animals to perhaps fewer than 2,500 in the wild today. Tigers are not only hunted as trophies, but also for body parts
that are used in traditional Chinese medicine. All five remaining tiger subspecies are endangered, and many protection

programs are in place.

Bengal tigers live in India and are sometimes called Indian tigers. They are the most common tiger and number
about half of all wild tigers. Over many centuries they have become an important part of Indian tradition and lore.

Tigers live alone and aggressively scent-mark large territories to keep their rivals away. They are powerful
nocturnal hunters that travel many miles to find buffalo, deer, wild pigs, and other large mammals. Tigers use their dis-
tinctive coats as camouflage (no two tigers have exactly the same stripes), and when hunting they lie in wait and creep
close enough to attack their victims with a quick spring and a fatal pounce. A hungry tiger can eat as much as 60 pounds
{27 kilograms) in one night, though they usually eat less.

Despite their fearsome reputation, most tigers avoid humans; however, a few do become dangerous man-eaters.
However, these animals are often sick and unable to hunt normally, or live in an area where their traditional prey has

vanished.

Females give birth to litters of two to six cubs, which they raise with little or no help from the male. Cubs can-
not hunt until they are 18 months old and remain with their mothers for two to three years, when they disperse to find

their own territory.




Questions 31-36:

Choose the one best alternative from the four options (a), (b), (¢) and (d):

31. Which one of the following statements is NOT true according to the text?

a) Eight tiger species have become extinet in the 20th century

b) There are perhaps fewer than 2500 left in the wild in the world today
¢) Hunting and forest destruction have helped cause their decline

d) Many protection programs are in place

32. They are called Bengal tigers because they live in...

a) Africa b) India
¢) Nepal d) Malaysia

33. The expression “They are powerful nocturnal hunters” (paragraph 3) means...

a) They travel miles for food

b) They hunt on their own

¢) They scent-mark large territories
d) They hunt at night

34. Which one of the following is true about the way tigers hunt, according to the text?

a) They drop from trees to catch animals

b) They attack from a distance

¢) They are quick, quiet and hunt close to their prey
d) They hunt in groups

35. According to the text, some tigers become man-eaters because...

a) they become sick and unable to hunt
b) tourists feed them

¢) they get lazy

d) they like the taste of humans

30. A synonym for “disperse” (paragraph 5) is...

a) to separate widely
b) to come together

c) to become pregnant
d) to shed fur




Choose the best answer for each question.

SR B ER

LIF(#E) f(x)=3~2x+ x*, then (8]) ﬂx_“”z___f(i‘lx

(a) £*+2xi—2t (by x¥*=2xt+3 (c) t+2x-2
(d) 2x-2 {e) None of the above L L % 3F

2.1 (#)x 20 and (&) arcsin x = arccos(2x), then (8]) x =
(a) 0.447 (b) 0.500 (c) 0.636 (d) 0.707 (€) 0.866

3. How many ways can 2 identical red chairs and 4 identical blue chairs be arranged in one row?
HEVEFETNR2EE GRSl 4 kBB ESEIR—ITY
(a) 6 {b) 15 (e) 21 (d) 24 (e} 30

4. 11 2 is a root of the function f(x) = 6x° ~11x* —3x+ 2, what are the other roots?
F2ARBH f()=06xX-11x*-3x+2 g9 — @48 » KA ey -
(@) =1/3, ~1/2 by —1/3,1/2 (c) 1/3, -1/2
(@ 1/3, 1/2 (e) 2,3

5. The domain of f(x)=log(sin x} contains which of the following intervals?
Jf(x)=log(sinx) L EHAE T THFAEERE?

.___”< <____,” < v L ) == —
(a) ] (b) O0=x<1r (c) 2<)c<2
T 3
e Sy I
(d) O<x<rr (e) 2_x_ 5

6. If log,{(x* =3) =35, which of the following could be the value of x?
# log,{x* =3)=5 > FH AT 22 x 444 ?
(a) 6.13 (b) 5.92 () 5.75 (@) 5.29 () 3.61

7. Which of the following polynomials, when divided by 3x+4 equals 2x? + 5x —3 with remainder 3?
THHEAE S EAR 3x+4 THEHA 207+ 5x~3 fodkB 37
(a) 6x*+23x*-11lx—-12 (b) 6x°+23x*-11x—-9 () 6x°+23x*-11x-15
(d) 6x°+23x2+11x~12 (&) 6x*+23x*+11x-9

8. If g = 3 and a, = n+a,_,the sum of the first five terms is

% a=3 R a,=n+a, Rl ELBAZFE

2 @ () 30 (¢) 42 (d) 45 () 68




9.

10,

1.

2.

3.

14

15

What is the probability of drawing a spade or a king from a deck of 52 cards?
PR R (L2 7 > - REMAITWBERS D ?

(a) 23/52 (b) 19/52 {c) 17/52 (dy 7/13 (e) 4/13
How many positive integers are there in the solution set of )_C >57
xf2>5%%%¢%%?@£%%?

(a) 0 (b 2 (c) 4 (d) 5 (e} 15

Given (1-2x)" = b+ bx* +bx*+ -+ b,x'*, find the sum of the absolute values of b, b,, ..., b,
(e, B+ By +]6) + -+ b)),

& do (1=2x7) =b+bx* +byx*+ -+ bx™ o £ 4 3 bbb, 4 B H B 2 Fo > By
B[+ By +[6] + -+ B <

(a) 2183 (b) 2184 (c) 2185 (d) 2186 (e) 2187
1 P ~2ax
Let a be a constant, If, for all real numbers x, [ — < 23””2, which of the following is true?
5 g
1 x2—2ax

wap e mHnmE TR g (T) <27 TS @R

(a) O<a<tl (b)a<—i— (c) a>%
(d) 0 <a<~§:— (e) None of the above L L % 3E

Box 4 contains eight balls, of which three are black, and box B contains five balls, of which two are
black. A ball is drawn at random from each box. What is the probability that one ball is black and the
other is not?

STAFEANER  AYZWEEREH RETFBAAER A+REALew - 2REEETF
PEEMIE S - B R R R A ARG MERES LY

(a)y 0.225 (h) 0.475 (c) 0.5313 (d) 0.625 (e) .85

. If John attends class 80% of the time and Peter attends class 60% of the time, and the absences of the

two students are independent, what is the probability that at least one of the two students will be in
class on a given day?

EHEEREERL 0% BN HBEEL 0% AMANSRELB LY AMAZTE
Yo AEREN-~RERRAMERS D ?

(a) 0.42 (b) 0.48 (c¢) 0.92 (d) 0.96 (e) 0.98

. Let 4 and B be the points (3, -8) and (-7, 4) respectively. Find the equation of the line passing

through the midpoint of 4B and perpendicular to 3x—~4p+14=0.

HKAFB N EE B, -8) i (-7,D) KBBAB WY PR EEEFETH 3x=4y+14=0 4 H s 2 7
A e

(a) 4x+3y+14=0 (b) 3x+4y+14=0 (¢) 3x~4y-1=0

13




14

16.

17.

ig.

19,

20.

() 4x=3y+14=0 (¢) 4x+3y-14=0

Four different circles are drawn on the same plane. Determine the maximum number of intersection
points,

HER-Fh EAREREOE  -REF E VBT
(a) 8 (b} 9 (¢} 10 @ 12 (e) 16

Consider an arithmetic sequence 110, 116, 122, 128, .... How many terms between 450 and 600 are
there in the sequence?

B E a7 110, 116, 122, 128, ... 30 - 42 450 91 600 2 & % bIE 7
(a) 24 (b) 25 (¢) 26 (dy 27 (e) 28

Tom has 18 Australia stamps and 12 US stamps. Peter has 20 Australia stamps and 10 US stamps. If
they exchange one of their stamps at random, what is the probability that their numbers of siamps of
the two countries remain the same?

A ISHEAME RN RREABHE  ®EEH 20 UANIM 2/ I0HELABEE - 2404
LAMMBER - MEEIRES FABRAOREREIHESHHEAHMERL S D ?

(a) 0.5333 (b) 0.6 (c) 0.7333 {d) 0.8 (e) 0.8667

The area of a triangle with height x cm is 36 em”. If its base is decreased by 2 cm and its height is
increased by 4 cm, then its area is decreased by 4 cm”. Which of the following equations can be used
to solve for x?

o~ BHEAxcmWEZABEHE6em - ZHERY 2em B o dom: M HBE LS 4
em® o F #1054 X TR AR x 27

@ (Z-2)(x+4)=36 ) (£ -2 (x+4)=36

(©) (w- 2 x+dy=T72 (d) (m—z)(x+4) 32

@ (Z-2)(x+4)=

Solution A contains 20% alcohol and solution B contains 70% alcohol. How many liters of solution A4
and how many liters of solution B we have to mix in order to obtain 100 liters 40% alcohol solution?

e A A’E 20% ,Elﬁ‘fiﬁ‘b,e_}{}"(‘g /\% T0% /ﬁ% ﬁﬁ%-m:. = ’/h'fl'ﬁﬁ/g#&fi %Ug’ ﬁ‘%}‘%"—}‘{:{B j-ﬁ‘é
’f“fﬁ 1 100 ﬂ"/\ 40% /?ﬁ%é‘]/&f&?

{a) 80 liters of 4 and 20 liters of B 80H7& ¥ A #2045 % B
{(b) 70 liters of 4 and 30 liters of B TOHE % A #230F 5% B
{c) 65 liters of 4 and 25 liters of B 6591858 A #2595 B
(d) 59 liters of 4 and 41 liters of B 599F:2% A #0415 % B
{e) None ofthe above 1L E %3k



2.C
8.D
14. B
20.D
26.C

2.0

14. b
20. d
26. d
32. b

2.a
8. d
14. ¢
20. e

3.C
9.8
15.B
21.C
27. A

3. a
9.b
15. b
21.d
27. a
33.d

3.b
0. e
15. a

10.D
16.C
22.B
28.B

4. ¢

10. a
16. a
22.b
28.b
34.¢

4. ¢
10.a
16. d

5B
11 A
17.C
23.C
29.C

5. b
11. d
17. d
23.d
29.d
35.a

2. d
11.d
17. b

6.C

12.B
18.B
24.D
30.B

6.c

12. a
18. d
24. ¢
30.b
36. a

6.b
12. ¢
18. a
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